TROOP 166 TRIP BULLETIN 
Wahtum Lake to Eagle Creek 2 Night Backpacking Trip


June 17-19, 2005


ATTENDANCE
As of 5/16/05 I have about a half dozen people verbally signed up, and several maybes.  Now’s the time for forms and deposits. http://www.splintercat.org/EagleCreek/EagleMainPage.html

TRANSPORTATION
The BEST way to do this is to take three cars (or more) that are not full.  That way we can drop a car at the Eagle Creek parking lot and continue on around through Hood River to the Camp site at Whatum Lake.  Then when we emerge at the Trail-head on Sunday, we have a car waiting for us.  I'll make maps to go with the driving directions (below). 

DEPART
If we need to, we can meet at Wedgwood Presbyterian Church parking lot at 2:30 PM Friday, June 17th 2005.  The group will depart at 3:00 PM sharp - or as soon as we are all there - which ever is sooner.  Or, if we determine by 6/16 that we have enough people going that we DON’T need to travel together, we can send the cars down separately, and possibly one can go earlier to secure a better camp site, etc.  TBD.  If we have at least two cars and the right numbers, two of us have to caravan to drop the car at Eagle Creek.

INSURANCE
I'll get the tour permit.  I'll need driver's license numbers, and auto insurance carriers for the drivers of the cars.  BSA policy covers us for the hike, etc.

PLANNING
I need a final headcount before June 1, because I need to get the permits that week (short week after Memorial Day).  So we need to know who is driving, who is going, who is eating, etc. to fix the budget and transportation arrangements.  So I need deposits by Tuesday, May 31, 2005.  We'll have the planning meeting on Monday, June 6th, 2005 at the troop meeting at the school – the boys will plan menus as they normally do, the adults will handle transportation.  The reason for the adult meeting is that there may be more adults than usual.  The adult meeting will be at 7:30 PM, during the Troop meeting.  This will be a busy Troop meeting because they also have elections.
PROGRAM
The most Senior Scout will serve as Trip Leader, and will make up a duty roster, etc.  This is a fun backpacking trip.  It is an approximately 4-5 hour drive from Seattle to Friday evening's camp site at Wahtum Lake, so we need to get on the road promptly so that we can make camp in daylight.  If the planning indicates that it is possible, we will cook dinner when we get there, otherwise we will eat bagged meals on the way or at the campsite after we set up.  The emphasis of this trip is a highly enjoyable, longish (~14+ Mi) backpacking trip for newer scouts, down a gentle incline with lots of waterfalls, panoramic views, and rapidly changing flora to look at.

Anyone is welcome to attend because it is a fun hike for all ages and experience levels.  Saturday, we get up, eat quickly, put gear that does not need to need to be carried in the car, and start hiking.  The attached maps are from our 2001 trip around Mt. Hood – so the references to Days 4, 5, and 6 are from that trip.  On Saturday we go by Tunnel Falls and a few others and meet the first of the ‘hairy’ cliffs.  On Sunday we see Punchbowl Falls and others.  Some of the cliff trails are hacked from living rock.  

This is an easy hike, and is suitable for youngsters such as first year Webelos Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, out of shape parents, grand parents, etc.  After dropping their packs at Wy’East, hikers can swim in the icy stream – continuing a Troop 166 tradition of boys doing insane things.  The group will assemble at Wy'East, and fix Saturday dinner and play in the stream, etc.  Sunday morning we will have a brief Chapel service and hike back down to the waiting cars.  If there is time, we will take a side tour of the Bonneville Dam on the way home.

DRIVING

ROUTE
We will need several drivers to ferry cars, so lots of adults are encouraged to go on this trip.  Also, families of scouts are encouraged to go as well.  The driving route is I-5 South to Oregon (there is a cut off, north of Vancouver that saves time), East on I-84 to Hood River.  (Dropping a car at Eagle Creek camp ground, just past Bonneville Dam).  Turn off at Exit 62 on Highway 30 East (West Cliff Drive), which becomes Cascade, then Oak Street.  )We may want to re-group at Eagle Creek and caravan up to Whatum Lake – we can decide on June 6th.)

In approximately one mile turn right at a flashing traffic light, proceed uphill on 13th Street, and follow signs for Odell through Hood River. In five miles. just after crossing the Hood River, bear right on Dee Highway past Tucker Park. Drive along the river for six miles and right at a sign for Dee.

Cross the bridge over Hood River and bear left on Lost Lake Road. In another five miles bear right on FS Road 13 for Wahtum Lake. Take FS Road 13 for four miles and bear right on Scout Lake Road (FS Road 1310). Continue on FS Road 1310 for six miles to a pull-out on the right If the paved road turns to gravel, you've gone too far. Wahtum Lake is in the basin directly below the pull-out.

From Wahtum Lake to Eagle Creek - retrace the above steps to I-84, and go West about 20 miles to the Bonneville Dam exit, and then follow the access road and signs East to the Eagle Creek Campground.  Park at the farthest southerly parking spot, and walk south to the trailhead. 

EQUIPMENT
This trip is an overnight backpacking trip not a car camp.  Come prepared for warm weather-hiking, with some potential for rain.  Bring Scout Handbooks and 10+ essentials including a pocketknife, first-aid kit, extra clothing and rain gear for possible conditions, water bottle, flashlight and batteries, waterproof matches and fire starters, sun protection, map and compass, and overnight camping gear including a warm sleeping bag.  I will provide a topographic map in a big baggie.  This hike will test our cooking skills, packing skills, and walking skills.  If you have a camera - bring it - but exercise caution when taking pictures of waterfalls.  In addition to individual camping gear, within the group, we will need water pump filters or iodine tablets for water, large water containers, patrol size cook sets, gas stoves and fuel, tarps, line, etc.  At a meeting for families attending on June 6th prior to the trip I will distribute packing lists, and we'll go over who will be bringing what.  This trip starts the weekend after the last Troop meeting (the Pot Luck), so there will not be lots of extra time to get things organized.  Leave a change of clean clothing, a snack, and something good to drink in the cars.

FOOD
See Menu below.  The group will eat as a single patrol with the scouts planning the menu on 6/6, at the School as part of the Troop Meeting at 7:00 PM, and cooking the meals on the trip.  Adults will clean up, pump water, etc.  The couple of the newest scouts will go with me to buy it (along with their Troop Guide if we can get him to come), and prepare it for packing on Wednesday or Thursday night, again, at the Church before the hike.  We'll break down, pre-pack, and figure out loads on Wednesday/Thursday.  We will try to get into camp early enough on Friday night to avoid eating on the road.  

FEE
The round trip is about 520 miles, so $20.00 CASH per person in the car should cover transportation and parking permits for the cars (all cars will need one).  We can buy parking permits for Wahtum Lake and the Eagle Creek Trailhead (NW Forest Passes) in Seattle.  I am guestimating that an additional $12.00 CASH will cover the cost your Patrol's food (adults, too).   The menu planning meeting will happen the Monday, 6/6 meeting.  Charlie the dog will eat his own food.  Anyone who wants to share his will have to fight him for it.  As we get a firmer count of participants, we can fine tune the budget.

RETURN
We will hike out Sunday morning after breakfast and chapel - and any quick trips back to Tunnel Falls to see them.  Cars will vote individually on stopping off at Bonneville Dam on the way home.  We should be back in Seattle in the early afternoon.

SIGN-UP
Signed permission slips and $20.00 cash deposit are due Tuesday, May 31, 2005 (I’ll accept a phone call or an e-mail, but I’ll buy the parking passes, and make car plans then so it may be hard to get in if you don’t reserve your space – BUT if you decide late that you want to go, ask because there might be a spot).  The meeting on June 6th is a "Must Attend" Affair.  If you are not there, we will not buy food or permits for you. 

PERMISSION AND MEDICAL RELEASE FORM:

Scout ___________________________ has my permission to participate in the Wahtum Lake-Eagle Creek Outing on Jube 17-19, 2005 sponsored by Boy Scout Troop 166.

We think this is a great idea, so in addition to the scout(s) above:

______  children (names) ____________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________ will be coming on the hike, 

______ adults (names) ___________________________________________________ will be coming and going on the hike

YES   NO (circle)
I will provide transportation for this trip.


My vehicle has seat belts for __________ passengers.

Auto Insurance Company: ________________________________________

Policy Number: ________________________________________

License plate No. _________________

YES   NO    I’m available to accompany the scouts on the outing.

I hereby give permission for any and all medical attention necessary to be administered to my child and any others listed above in the event of an accident, injury, sickness, etc., under the direction of the people listed on this form or the adult leaders listed on the trip bulletin until such time as I may be contacted.  This release is effective for the time during which my child any the others listed above are participating in a Troop 166 Boy Scout outing, including traveling to or from overnight activities.  I also hereby assume full responsibility for payment of any such treatment.

Parents’ or Guardians’ Names: __________________________________

Home Address: __________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________________

Work Phone: __________________________________

Health Insurance: __________________________________

Policy Number: __________________________________

Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian: _________________________

Date: _________________________

Scoutmaster:  
Bill Montgomery  
Phone number: 206-523-0072

Assistant Scoutmaster:  
Ron Maxum        
Phone number: 206-523-6587

Trip Sponsor
Bill Pickard
Phone number: 206-849-7039

Permits, Etc.

Nature of the NW (503) 872-2750

Dogs are OK, but count as a "heartbeat".

Parking Permits - Region 6 - Trailhead permit is per vehicle, and cost $5/day or $30/year - Buy at REI probably or GI Joes, or USFS, or BLM.  Order on-line or over phone www.naturenw.org order on-line

Wahtum Lake - Wilderness - Mt. Hood National Forest 503-622-7674

Menu Planning (First Draft of Scout Suggestions) - finalize on 6/6)  THIS REALLY IS A DRAFT, DESIGNED TO STIMULATE IDEAS.  PARTICULARLY NEW FAMILIES SHOULD COME WITH IDEAS FOR FOOD THEY LIKE ON HIKES.

Friday, Lunch

In Seattle, on your own.

Friday, Dinner

Group needs to discuss on Monday, June 6, 2005 after the boys get back from Camporee.  We could: 1) stop for fast food (Bad option), or 2) Prepare something in advance that we can heat up when we arrive, (depends on timing), or 3) Prepare something at home that we eat enroute, or 4) Something else I haven't thought of.  IF we cook on site, Scout suggestions include: sparkling cider, chips & salsa, mac n'cheese, salad, etc.  (there has to be something better than mac n' cheese)  (see note on dessert, below)

Saturday, Breakfast

TBD: Suggestions are eggs and bacon/sausage, w/Milk, Hot Chocolate, OJ, Tea, fresh fruit.  We can be extravagant here because we still have cars and the cars can have coolers in them.

Saturday, Lunch

TBD: (Everyone buys and packs their own, we can put in suggestions) usually Trail food: such as jerky, trail mix, string cheese, dried (or on this short a hike-fresh) fruit, water, etc.

Saturday, Dinner

TBD: Chips n'Dip, Carrot & Celery Sticks n'dip, Pasta, meat sauce (fixed at home and heated up with meat) salad, dressing, Garlic Bread, peach cobbler, tea, hot chocolate.

Sunday, Breakfast

TBD: French Toast, bacon/sausage, (powdered) milk, tang, tea

Sunday, Lunch 

TBD:  We may be back at the cars by lunch - but maybe not.  Best to plan for it.  We can always eat it at Bonneville Dam or in the cars.   (Everyone buys and packs their own) usually Trail food: such as jerky, trail mix, water, etc.

Sunday, Dinner

On your own, at home.

Misc. Supplies, etc.

Charcoal, dutch oven, stoves, gasoline, pots, water pumps, water jugs, tarps, 

I have a really cool dutch-oven dessert, and if people are game, we could try it on Friday night.  OR, even better, some of our newer families can show us cool things from their inventories of good ideas.
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